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Muktadhara has two levels of space and explicit, one is so much the physical, the
nature. The invisible waterfalls echoes throughout the play with its melody that encompasses
the pass, the road, the temple, the hamlet under its foot. The visible one is the huge machine
towering towards the clouds as a symbol of conquest of human power over nature. There is a
third level which is purely the mental space of human being which is clouded by the
possessiveness on one side and purified by the generosity on the other side. The socio
political implications in the first two spaces are intertwined by ecological with human
necessities. In a review of the production of Muktadhara done in Malayalam by the writer of
this article himself in a leading English daily referred it to the river water dispute between
states going on at present in our nation. Ecological queries and protests are frequent at

present when a project is implemented in relation to the soil.

Apart from these interpretations of socio —political and ecological implications Tagore
adapts symbols as his language of expressions especially in his plays. Even the title
Muktadhara is a symbolic one. Mahatma Gandhi called Tagore a sentinel of our tradition. As
the sentinel of our tradition the compassion which leads to our spiritual coexistence runs as
an undercurrent in every work of Tagore and especially more powerful in depiction of
Abhijit’s character. It is a kind of deliverance offered to nature being bonded by the self-
possession of dictatorial attitude of humans. Abhijit breaks not only the bond of the
waterfalls, but also the bond of the earth’s music from the grinning ogre that muzzles it. The
crowned prince who has to rule and make laws in future acquires a self deliverance also by
allowing his physical body to flow along with the water so as to symbolize that no bondage

could be made on compassion which unites the human soul. It is a kind of Gandhian spirit
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